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    Gerry Ryan, (978) 744-8258
SALEM JAZZ AND SOUL FESTIVAL DONATIONS
BENEFITS CITY’S MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS

SALEM, MA – For the third straight year, the Salem Jazz and Soul Festival, in addition to bringing high quality entertainment to the city over the past summer,  will support music education in the community to ensure that the region continues to generate outstanding musicians in the years ahead. Thanks to generous donations from numerous patrons who supported the festival, The Salem Jazz and Soul Festival organization donated $6,000 to music education programs throughout the city. The growing success of the festival allowed its board to once again increase its contribution over last year. 

Recipients this year include: The Salem High Music Program, $3,000; the Salem Academy, $1,000; the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Salem, $1,000, and the Starr Access Program, $1,000. The awards were presented this month.
Additionally, the festival set aside $1,000 to bring musicians into Salem schools in 2010.

This year’s festival received major financial support from more than 30 area businesses including the following donors: Tache Real Estate, SalemFive, Cabot Money Management, Berklee College of Music, In a Pig’s Eye, Tavern in the Square, Creative Catering, The Lobster Shanty, and Front Street Coffee House. In addition, money was also raised from audience contributions at our Derby Square music-education shows and through merchandise purchases. 
According to Matt Caruso, the festival’s director of community relations and a member of the board, “We realize it’s a small but meaningful contribution to the music education programs in our city” he explains. “We are very pleased that in these difficult economic times, we are able to do our part to ensure that music remains an important part of the school curriculum and hope that our gift inspires other individuals and groups to take similar actions.”
Plans are already underway for another special Spring Gala at the Peabody Essex Museum on April 17, and for next year’s festival that once again will be held at the Salem Willows and in other venues across the city next summer.
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