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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 




Contact:   Matt Caruso, (978) 744-
  Gerry Ryan, (978) 744-8258
CITY LICENSING BOARD APPROVES  

SALEM SUMMER JAZZ AND SOUL FESTIVAL

Concert will be held at Salem Willows, Saturday afternoon August 18, 2007
SALEM, MA –  On Monday evening March 12, the City of  Salem made the hard work of a group of area resident's worthwhile as the Licensing Board gave approval for an inaugural Salem Jazz and Soul Festival.  The concert will be held at the Salem Willows bandstand on Saturday afternoon, Aug. 18, 2007.

A group of area residents and music enthusiasts are working hard this winter putting together this first Salem Jazz and Soul Festival.  This free, family-friendly event will present a dynamic program of jazz, funk and soul performed by some of the hottest bands from Boston and the North Shore. Plans call for the concert to run from noon to 6 p.m.  There will also be a series of mini-concerts featuring local jazz musicians in downtown Salem on during the summer months leading up to the Festival weekend
Proceeds from the Festival will support music education in Salem public schools and cover the expenses for putting on the festival.  
A volunteer board of directors is planning and organizing the concerts working on key areas to ensure a successful festival including event planning, fundraising, marketing and publicity, and fund distributions to worthy local music causes.
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“We’re very excited about the festival,” explained Matt Caruso, one of the concert organizers. “It’s been very heartening to see this cross section of music lovers share their enthusiasm and talents, working together to bring this musical event to Salem and the Northshore.  We expect to draw a good crowd of tourists and concertgoers to the city with our free downtown and Willows concerts which we know will add to the cultural enrichment of the city and contribute to the local economy."   

 

Henley Douglas Jr., leader of the Boston Horns, saxophonist, teacher, and one of the organizers of the Salem Jazz and Soul Festival, added, “The Festival will be a showcase for the world class talent of the local musicians who make their home in Salem and on the North Shore.  We also hope the event will re-kindle the connection to the great big band and jazz eras, when great orchestras like Duke Ellington would summer at the Salem Willows.  We want to re-establish and reclaim that great tradition again here on the North Shore.”
People interested in learning more about this summer’s Jazz and Soul Festival should check out the concert web site at WWW.SALEMJAZZSOUL.COM or call (978) 744 ​​​​________.        
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